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which it contains. But besides their continual antagonism with
Persia, the inhabitants are but too often disunited from each
other by alternate depreciation and international strife, in
which Persian cruelty, acquired from the neighbourhood, and,
as it were, imbibed from the atmosphere of this continent, gives
a darker character than elsewhere to Arab brigandage. At the
rise of the first Wahhabee empire, the chiefs of Barr-Faris^
mindful of their origin, hailed the dawn of Nejdean supremacy,
in which they trusted to find a powerful ally against Shiya'ee
aggression; and the more to ensure Wahhabee cooperation they
adopted the peculiar tenets of the new or regenerated Islam,
with all its bigotry and savage intolerance. Up to the present
day they maintain many of the genuine Wahhabee dogmas and
feelings, as a rallying point against their Persian enemies, though
the taming hand of time has somewhat softened down the excess
of their fanaticism.

The chiefs of Barr-Fiiris claim direct descent from the great
clan of Meteyr, our old acquaintances in Upper Nejed; two or
three trace their lineage to Benoo-Khalid, the fallen masters of
Hasa. If the spirit of subdivision, of jealousy, of plunder, and of
revenge, be an authentic guarantee of Bedouin origin, they are
well provided with credentials. Nor is the fickleness proper to
the nomacle wanting here, even after many years of fixed habita-
tion ; theirs is still that curse of instability which has hindered,
and ever will hinder Bedouins, however numerous and favoured
by circumstances, from enjoying the benefits of peace, or profiting
by the successes of war.

Such are the chiefs : the subjects of Barr-Faris present every
imaginable gradation between the Persian and the Arab, very
Irybrid in form and feature, till the eye of the beholder is often
puzzled to distinguish between Nejdean and Shirazee. Their
dress is, however, almost entirely Persian, and so in most re-
spects are their domestic manners. The open and unembarrassed
hospitality of Arabia is on this coast exchanged for a cooler
and a more guarded style; conversation with the stranger
guest is often limited by formalities ; and a feeling of loneliness
unknown to the inmate of an Arab village, whencesoever he
be, may readily creep over the sojourner "under the roofs of
Barr-Furis. The general state of the land is far from thriving.